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Boris VANO: Editorial

EDITORIAL
Vazeni Citatelia,

monotematické Cislo Casopisu Slovenska Statistika a demografia je venované
azda najaktualnejsej téme dnesnych dni — pandémii COVID-19.

PoCas svojej existencie zazilo fudstvo velké mnozstvo kriz
najroznejSieho druhu: od lokalnych az po globalne, od kriz
s mensimi nasledkami az po katastrofy s velkym poctom obeti,
obrovskymi materialnymi, kulturnymi alebo environmentalnymi
Skodami. ISlo o epidémie, vojny, hladomory, genocidy a prirodné
katastrofy, ktoré suzovali ludstvo od nepamati. V novSom obdobi
sa knim pridali aj technologické a dopravné havarie a
hospodarske krizy.

Ing. Boris Varno

Za poslednych 100 rokov zasiahlo Slovensko pat globalnych
kriz, ktoré negativne ovplyvnili vSetky oblasti Zivota spolo¢nosti nielen u nas, ale
prakticky na celom svete. Prvé tri ztychto kriz sa odohrali eSte v prvej polovici
20. storocCia. Ide o 1. svetovu vojnu, velku hospodarsku krizu a 2. svetovu vojnu. Aj
ked su tieto udalosti uz dost’ vzdialené od sucCasnosti, eSte stale v nasej spolocnosti
rezonuju a s vynimkou 1. svetovej vojny maju stale aj dost pamatnikov, ktori ich
priamo zazili. Po skonCeni 2. svetovej vojny sa viac ako Sest’ desatroCi globalne krizy
[udstvu vyhybali a ked vyspely svet a hlavne Eurdépa zacali nadobudat dojem, Ze to
tak bude mozno uz natrvalo, prisla v roku 2008 globalna finan¢na kriza nasledovana
niekolkoroénym obdobim ekonomickej recesie. Ekonomiky jednotlivych krajin sa
z otrasu nestacili ani poriadne spamatat, ked na konci roka 2019 zasiahla svet
pandémia COVID-19, ktora zasadne zmenila mnohé z toho, na ¢o sme boli zvyknuti
a €o sme povazovali za stabilné a neohrozitefné.

Monotematické Cislo Casopisu Slovenska Statistika a demografia sa snazi
poskytnut Citatelom €o mozno najsirsi pohfad na pandémiu COVID-19 zaloZeny
na Statistickych a demografickych udajoch. Vplyv na zdravotny stav obyvatelstva
spolu so Sirokym spektrom ekonomického dosahu su najzavaznejSie a verejnostou
najviac vnimané dbsledky pandémie. Na tieto dve oblasti reaguju aj odborné Clanky,
uverejnené v tomto &isle. Dalej sa &itatelia mézu dozvediet informéacie o problematike
sledovania a hodnotenia pandemickej situacie a tieZ o dejinach epidémii.

V ekonomicky zameranom clanku sa prezentuje reakcia globalnej ekonomiky
na vypuknutie pandémie pomocou modelu realneho hospodarskeho cyklu, pricom sa
identifikuju hlavné ekonomické Soky, ktoré vznikli v désledku pandémie. ZhorSenie
epidemiologickej situacie a zdravotného stavu obyvatelstva poCas pandémie
reflektuje demograficky zamerany ¢lanok, ktory hodnoti vplyv pandémie
na umrtnostné pomery na Slovensku. Pomocou analytickych ukazovatefov
a pokrocilejSich analytickych technik hodnoti umrtnost v prvom covidovom roku
a porovnava ju so situaciou v predchadzajucom obdobi. Spofahlivé hodnotenie
epidemiologickej situacie je dblezitym predpokladom spravneho nastavenia opatreni
v boji proti Sireniu koronavirusu. Vzhladom na negativnhe skusenosti, ktoré
sprevadzali hodnotenie epidemiologickej situacie od zaciatku pandémie, ziskala tato
problematika na vyzname. Jeden zodbornych Cclankov sa preto zameriava

Slovenska Statistika a demografia 3



Boris VANO: Editorial

na hodnotenie ukazovatelov vyuzivanych pri hodnoteni epidemiologickej situacie
vratane covidového automatu. K realnejSiemu pohlfadu na su¢asnu pandémiu moze
prispiet aj pohlad do minulosti, ked ludstvo Celilo podobnym krizam. Historicky
zamerany ¢lanok prinasa prehlad najzavaznejSich epidémii, ktorym bolo vystavené
obyvatelstvo na uzemi dneSného Slovenska do polovice 20. storocia.

Pandémia COVID-19 sa stala suCastou nasho kazdodenného Zivota. Kedze stale
nie je ukoncena, na jej celkové hodnotenie je este priskoro. Na celom svete prebieha
vyskum v réznych oblastiach, ktory ma v konecnom désledku za ciel dostat
pandémiu pod kontrolu a minimalizovat désledky.

Pandémia, aj ked neukonCend, priniesla cely rad vyziev. Tou najvacsou je
nesporne uz spominané prekonanie pandémie v o najkratSom case a s cCo
najmensimi nasledkami. Ale existuje aj cely rad Ciastkovych vyziev, ktoré vyplyvaju
z negativneho dosahu pandémie v najréznejSich oblastiach. Zvladnutie tychto vyziev
musi byt v prvom rade zaloZzené na korektnych a v€asnych informaciach. Prispiet
k takymto informaciam ma za ciel aj monotematické Cislo Casopisu Slovenska
Statistika a demografia, ktoré sa Vam prave dostava do ruk.

Ing. Boris VANO
Autor je pracovnikom Vyskumneho demografickeho centra Institatu informatiky a Statistiky
v Bratislave. Specializuje sa na hodnotenie populacného vyvoja, demografické prognozy

a populacnu politiku. Je ¢lenom redakcénej rady ¢asopisu Slovenska S$tatistika a demografia
a bol gestorom monotematického Cisla 4/2021.
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EDITORIAL
Dear readers,

The monothematic issue of the Journal Slovak Statistics and Demography is
devoted to perhaps the most current topic - the COVID-19 pandemic.

During its existence, humankind has experienced a large number of various crises
- from local to global, minor crises to catastrophes with large numbers of victims,
huge material, cultural or environmental damages. These were epidemics, wars,
famines, genocides and natural disasters that have plagued humanity from time
immemorial. Recently there are technological and transport accidents and economic
crises.

In the last 100 years, Slovakia has been affected by five global crises, which have
negatively influenced all areas of society, not only in our country but practically all
over the world. The first three of these crises took place in the first half of the 20th
century. These were the First World War, the great economic crisis and the Second
World War. Although these events are quite distant, they still resonate in our society
and, with the exception of the First World War still enough people directly
experienced them. After the end of Second World War, humanity was saved from
global crises for more than six decades. And when the developed world,
and especially Europe, began to get the impression that this situation could last
forever, in 2008 the global financial crisis emerged, followed by several years
of economic recession. The economies of the individual countries have not even
recovered from the shock caused by the financial crisis, when the COVID-19
pandemic hit the world at the end of 2019, fundamentally changing many of those
things we were used to and what we considered stable and invulnerable.

The monothematic issue of the Journal Slovak Statistics and Demography seeks
to provide readers with the widest possible view of the COVID-19 pandemic based
on statistical and demographic data. The effects on the population health, together
with a wide range of economic effects, are considered to be the most serious impacts
of the pandemic by the public. Professional articles published in this issue also
address these two areas. In addition, readers can learn about the issue of monitoring
and evaluation of the pandemic situation, as well as the history of epidemics.

An economically oriented article presents the response of the global economy to
a pandemic outbreak using a real business cycle model, identifying the major
economic shocks resulting from the pandemic. The worsening of the epidemiological
situation and of the population’s health status during the pandemic is reflected by
a demographically focused article assessing the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic
on mortality in Slovakia. Using analytical indicators and more advanced analytical
techniques, it assesses mortality in the first pandemic year and compares it with the
situation in the previous period. Reliable assessment of the epidemiological situation
is an important prerequisite for the correct setting of measures to combat the spread
of coronavirus. Considering the negative experiences accompanying the assessment
of the epidemiological situation since the beginning of the pandemic, this issue has
gained more importance. Therefore one of the articles focuses on the evaluation
of indicators assessing the epidemiological situation, including the Covid Automat.
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A glimpse into the past, when humankind faced similar crises, can also contribute to
a more realistic view of the current pandemic. The historically focused article
provides an overview of the most serious epidemics to which the population in the
territory of contemporary Slovakia had been exposed until the middle of the 20th
century.

The COVID-19 pandemic has become part of our daily life. As it is not over yet, it
is too early for its overall assessment. Research has been carried out in various fields
around the world, which ultimately aims to bring the pandemic under control and
minimize its impacts.

The pandemic, although still ongoing, has brought a number of challenges. The
biggest is undoubtedly the already mentioned handling of the pandemic in the
shortest possible time and with the least possible consequences. But there are also
a number of sub-challenges resulting from the negative effects of the pandemic
in various areas. Addressing these challenges must be based firstly on correct and
timely information. The current monothematic issue of the Journal Slovak Statistics
and Demography also aims to contribute to such information.

Ing. Boris VANO

Author works in Demographic Research Centre of Institute of Informatics and Statistics
in Bratislava. He specializes on evaluation of population development, demographic
prognoses and population policy. He is a member of the Editorial Board of the Journal Slovak
Statistics and Demography and was the responsible for the monothematic issue 4/2021.
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